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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-41 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 16-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

4. Claim 16 is not limited to tangible embodiments. The claim recited 
"A notification framework... including..." is nonstatutory. Since claim 16 recited "A 
notification framework... including: (a) an event handler...; an event listener...; 
and an event policy library. .."is just limited to a functional descriptive materials 
consists of computer program/software per se, instead of being defined as 
including tangible embodiments (i.e., a computer readable storage medium such 
as memory device, storage medium, etc.,). As such, the claim is not limited to 
statutory subject matter and is therefore nonstatutory. See MPEP 2106 section 
V. DETERMINE WHETHER THE CLAIMED INVENTION COMPLIES WITH 35 
U.S.C. 101 under subsection 1 . Nonstatutory subject matter. 

5. Likewise, claims 17-26 are dependent claims depend on claim16; 
therefore, they are also rejected under the same 35 U.S.C 101. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

7. Claims 1, 6-12, 15-16, 20-23, 26-27, 32, 34-38 and 41 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Sondur et al. (hereinafter 
Sondur) U.S. Patent No. 6,282,568. 

8. As to claim 1 , Sondur teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
method of distributing notification regarding an event from an event generator to 
an event listener in a network environment, the method comprising the steps of: 
(a) receiving an event message from the event generator, said event message 
being Web Service based and including an event source element and an 
extensible event content element (col. 14, line 27-61); (b) creating an event 
envelope containing said event content element (figure 8, col. 14, line 27-61); (c) 
identifying the event listener as a registered event listener entitled to receive 
notice of the event (col. 5, line 9-49, col. 7, line 18-47, col. 13, line 25-49); and (d) 
transmitting the event envelope to the event listener (col. 5, line 36-49, col. 13, 
line 50-col. 14, line 56). 
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9. As to claim 6, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 5, 
further including steps of registering the event generator, storing said event 
source element in an event source library, and storing said schema in an event 
schema library (figure 8, col. 14, line 27-61). 

10. As to claim 7, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 4, 
further including a step of publishing said event source element through a Web 
Service Interface (figure 8, col. 14, line 27-61). 

11. As to claim 8, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 7, 
further including steps of providing the event listener with said event source 
element, including an associated schema, through said Web Service Interface, 
and implementing a Listener Web Service Interface incorporating said associated 
schema at the event listener (figure 8, col. 14, line 27-61). 

12. As to claim 9, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 7, 
further including a step of matching the event generator and the event listener 
based upon the event listener having implemented a Listener Web Service 
Interface incorporating a schema associated with the event type identifier figure 
8, col. 14, line 27-61 (). 

1 3. As to claim 1 0, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 1 , 
further including a step of receiving an event policy and wherein said step of 



Application/Control Number: 

10/705,603 

Art Unit: 2153 



Page 5 



identifying includes applying said event policy (col. 9, line 32-col. 12, line 33). 

14. As to claim 1 1 , Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 
10, wherein said event policy is received from the event generator or the event 
listener (figures 8, 9, col. 9, line 32-col. 12, line 33). 

15. As to claim 12, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 
10, wherein said event policy includes a condition and an action, and wherein 
said action comprises a run-time object (col. 9, line 32-col. 12, line 33). 

1 6. As to claim 1 5, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein said step of creating further includes storing said event envelope in a 
message queue (col. 14, line 27-61). 

17. As to claim 16, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed, including 
a notification framework for distributing notification regarding an event from an 
event generator to an event listener in a network environment, the notification 
framework including: (a) an event handler for receiving an event message from 
the event generator, the event message being Web Service based and including 
an event source element and an extensible event content element (col. 14, line 
27-61), and encapsulating the event content element in an event envelope (figure 
8, col. 14, line 27-61) ; (b) an event listener library identifying registered event 
listeners entitled to receive notice of the event, wherein said registered event 
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listeners include the event listener (col. 5, line 9-49, col. 7, line 18-47, col. 13, line 
25-49); and (c) an event policy library including an event policy element for 
transmitting the event envelope to the event listener (col. 5, line 36-49, col. 13, 
line 50-col. 14, line 56). 

18. As to claim 27, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed, including 
a computer program product having a computer readable medium tangibly 
embodying computer executable instructions for distributing notification regarding 
an event from an event generator to an event listener in a network environment, 
the computer executable instructions comprising: (a) computer executable 
instructions for receiving an event message from the event generator, said event 
message being Web Service based and including an event source element and 
an extensible event content element (col. 14, line 27-61); (b) computer 
executable instructions for creating an event envelope containing said event 
content element (figure 8, col. 14, line 27-61); (c) computer executable 
instructions for identifying the event listener as a registered event listener entitled 
to receive notice of the event (col. 5, line 9-49, col. 7, line 18-47, col. 13, line 25- 
49); and (d) computer executable instructions for transmitting the event envelope 
to the event listener (col. 5, line 36-49, col. 13, line 50-col. 14, line 56). 

19. Claims 20-23, 26, 32, 34-38, and 41 have similar limitations as 
claims 6-12 and 15; therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



21. Claims 2-5, 13-14, 17-20, 24-25, 28-33, and 39-40 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Sondur et al. 
(hereinafter Sondur) U.S. Patent No. 6,282,568, in view of Kekic et al. U.S. 
Patent No. 6,272,537. 

22. As to claim 2, Sondur teaches the invention as claimed in claim 1 ; 
however, Sondur does not explicitly teach wherein said event envelope includes 
a timestamp. Kekic teaches said event envelope includes a timestamp (col. 87, 
line 19-col. 88, line 5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
Data Processing art at the time of the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Sondur and Kekic to include timestamp in the event envelope 
because it would have provided a computer network management system for 
managing heterogeneous computer network elements. 

23. As to claim 3, Kekic teaches wherein said timestamp includes a 
time of receipt of said event message (. 87, line 19-col. 88, line 5). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Sondur and Kekic to have the 
same motivation as set forth in claim 2. 

24. As to claim 4, Kekic teaches the invention as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein said event source element comprises an event generator address for the 
event generator and an event type identifier (col. 70, line 58-col. 72, line 12). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at the 
time of the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sondur and Kekic 
to have the same motivation as set forth in claim 2. 

25. As to claim 5, Kekic teaches wherein said event type identifier 
corresponds to a schema, and wherein said schema defines a structure for said 
event content element (col. 85, line 10-col. 86, line 67). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Sondur and Kekic to have the 
same motivation as set forth in claim 2. 

26. As to claim 13, Kekic teaches wherein said condition comprises a 
condition upon said extensible event content element, and wherein said condition 
is expressed using X-Path language (col. 84, line 10-col. 85, line 11). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at the time 
of the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sondur and Kekic to 
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have the same motivation as set forth in claim 2. 

27. As to claim 14, Kekic teaches wherein said event content element 
is an XML document, and wherein the structure of said XML document is defined 
by an XSD document (col. 84, line 10-coL 85, line 11). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Sondur and Kekic to have the 
same motivation as set forth in claim 2. 

28. Claims 17-20, 24-25, 28-33, and 39-40 have similar limitations as 
claims 2-5, and 13-14; therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Thu Ha Nguyen, whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3989. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Glenton Burgess, can be reached at (571) 272-3949. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for regular communications. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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